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Art Response
Artist’s Name: Ensor Munch
Title of Work: Myself Surrounded by Demons
[bookmark: _GoBack]Date of Work: 1898
Country/ Culture: Belgium
Media: Color lithograph on paper
Size: 53.5 * 37.2 cm
Context: The art depicts demons that artists have to fight against in their day-to-day lives. Even though the demons are not inflicting physical harm on the artists, they are suffering from emotional torture. The society revels around the amazing art, but do not realize artists are undergoing inner battles. Artists go through a lot of emotional experiences especially when their works are criticized, and they carry these feelings throughout their entire lives. On a wider context, Ensor is trying to portray the difficulties artists experience trying to integrate their art with contemporary issues. Faults in the art are inevitable and form a qualitative basis from which various pieces can be evaluated. Ensor articulates that uniformity cannot be achieved in art; therefore, society should embrace diversification. Diversity in art portrays that the artists have different perspectives on contemporary issues and should be free to express themselves without fear of criticism. In this regard, artists act as gatekeepers of societal images; they are susceptible to criticism when their works do not give an accurate account of events. Ensor reiterates that he should be left alone to do beautiful art without the fear of committing mistakes (Ensor, 1898, pp. 112).
Aesthetic Significance: He uses a black and white background with minimal illumination to reinforce the theme of the art; the art has a somber mood. The black color has varied hue to help the audience clearly distinguish various artistic forms. Besides, it has a stimulated texture that gives perspective to the piece and makes the audience connect emotionally to it. The components of the drawing are formless; however, they form intricate patterns also help reinforce the theme. Lastly, the art is figurate and replicates the happenings of the real world such as culture and traditions.
Perspective/ Critique/ Interpretation: I think this is an excellent piece of art as its theme reflects on a real issue that artists go through. The theme of the drawing shows how society is quick to judge artists in hypocritical manners. I also think that artists just like Ensor should not justify their preferences and affinities. In doing so, the artists will avoid making themselves slaves to society and realize they are their own masters. They should not be entangled in traditional and cultural stereotypes instead to send their intended message. No one is perfect, and negativity towards arts should not undermine artists from communicating their ideas. I made this conclusion since the world is harsh and good art is measured by its ability to take both positives and negatives. The drawing should be a wake-up call to all persons who do not comprehend that negativity towards artist cause feelings of self-depreciation that can turn out to be fatal. Optimal artistic elements can only be achieved when there is a sound relationship between the artist and their audience.
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